
Sermon Notes 5.7.15 

Reading – from Exodus (I have attached a simplified version and summary of points if needed) 

Sermon Points. 

When we read the stories of Moses and Pharaoh we run the risk of thinking these are just children’s stories 

and gloss over the nastier parts e.g. the death of the firstborns, death of soldiers etc. 

Moses listened to what God wanted him to do even though it repeatedly put him in difficult situations. Pharaoh 

didn’t listen to God and pursued his own desires even though it caused his own people suffering.  

However this story is about what happens in the real world and has much to say about life today. We live in a 

dangerous world and in order for people to be set free in the real world others are often killed, often not just 

oppressors but innocent people too.  (Boko Haram in Nigeria, when we pray that they will stop, do we really 

want them to die because in reality this is what may have to happen?) 

There is a link to baptism in this because the cross reminds us that to set people free Jesus had to die.  Quote 

“I’ve spent my life trying to climb the ladder only to discover it’s been up against the wrong wall “ 

Jesus set us free so that we have a life of purpose, free from habits that enslave us.  

 

Questions.  

1. Have you ever been climbing up the ladder only to discover it’s against the wrong wall? 

2. Do you persist with the way you live your life, even though you know it’s not what God wants? 

3. Do you listen to what God has to say and act on it even if it means you may find yourself in very difficult 

situations? 

4. If you are praying for God to intervene in horrific situations (Boko Haram, ISIS, etc.) are you prepared to 

accept that people (innocent and oppressors) may have to die in order for the oppressed to be free? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Moses and Pharaoh- Pharaoh wouldn’t listen 

When Moses and his brother Aaron got to Egypt the Lord told them what to do.  He said, "Go to Pharaoh and 

tell him to let the Israelites go.  He will be very stubborn and it will take many signs and miracles before he will 

let you go; but everyone will know that I am God when he finally frees the Israelites." 

So they did what God asked and they went to see Pharaoh.  In front of Pharaoh Aaron threw down his staff 

and it became a snake.  Pharaoh snapped his fingers and three men walked in.  Pharaoh whispered in one of 

the men's ears. All at the same time they threw the staffs they were carrying to the ground and they became 

snakes, just like Moses and Aaron's.  Moses and Aaron realized that these men were Pharaoh's magicians. 

Moses was feeling defeated but his snake swallowed up all of the other snakes.  Surely Pharaoh would let 

them go now.  But Pharaoh didn't seem to care, he shook his head and said, “The Israelites belong to me, and 

they work for Egypt I will not let them go." Moses left disappointed, but excited to talk to God about what they 

would do next.  After all God told them that it wouldn't be easy.  So when God spoke next, they listened, 

"Pharaoh's heart is hard, he's still not going to change his mind.  Go see him tomorrow morning, he didn't 

listen today but I will continue to show him that I am God."   

With their instructions from God, Moses and Aaron met Pharaoh the next morning.  Aaron explained to 

Pharaoh, "Because you still won't listen God is going to change all the water in Egypt into blood.  The fish will 

die, the river will stink, and none of the Egyptians will be able to drink it." Pharaoh smiled and said, "Go 

ahead."  So Aaron did what the Lord told him and put his staff into the water and it turned to blood.  Pharaoh 

summoned his magicians and they also turned the water into blood. With that, Pharaoh's heart became hard, 

and he went back to his palace. 

All the fish died, and the water smelled so that no matter where you were you could smell it.  After a whole 

week of this Pharaoh still wouldn't let the people go.  But his magicians couldn't turn the blood back into water 

either.  The Lord instructed Aaron and Moses to go see Pharaoh once again and He told them, "Tell Pharaoh 

to let my people go. If he refuses to let them go, I will plague the whole country with frogs." 

They did as God asked and Pharaoh once again refused to let the people go.  So Aaron stretched out his 

hand over the waters of Egypt and the frogs came up and covered everything.  The magicians could also 

make frogs appear. After a day of this Pharaoh couldn't take it anymore and he called for Moses and 

Aaron.  He begged Moses, "Pray to the Lord to take the frogs away from me and my people, and I will let your 

people go."  So Moses prayed to the Lord, and all the frogs died.  But when Pharaoh saw that all the frogs 

were dead, he was relieved and he hardened his heart and changed his mind. 

There were many other plagues that followed:  Gnats and flies, all the livestock got sick and died, the 

Egyptians were covered in sores, hail came down and killed all the crops, locusts came and ate all the grass 

and everything green, and then there was complete darkness.  With each of these plagues Pharaoh said he'd 

let the Israelites go if God put things back to normal, but then he kept changing his mind. Only the Pharaoh 

and 'his people' the Egyptians went through these terrible times.  The Israelites lived a little way away, and 

God kept them safe, so none of the plagues could come to them. 

There was one last plague (the tenth plague) The Lord told them, "This will be the last plague on Pharaoh and 

Egypt, after this they will let you go.  Around midnight I will go throughout Egypt.  Every firstborn son in Egypt 



will die, even the son of Pharaoh, and there will be great sadness."  Moses and Aaron warned Pharaoh, but he 

refused to listen. 

The Lord had special instructions for Moses and Aaron, so that the Israelites would be sure to stay safe during 

this last plague.  He told them, "The Israelites must kill their best sheep or goat.  Then they are to take some of 

the blood and smear it on the sides and tops of the doors on their houses. On that same night I will pass 

through Egypt and take the life from every first born.  If I see blood on the doorway that will be a sign for me to 

pass over the house and keep all who are inside safe. Unfortunately God had to teach Pharaoh a lesson and 

He did what He said He would do. After Pharaoh realized what happened in Egypt he called for Moses and 

Aaron and he said, "Leave my people, you and all the Israelites!  Go worship the Lord as you wanted, take all 

your animals and get out of here!"   

When Pharaoh heard that the Israelites had left he changed his mind- again!  He decided to gather an army of 

more than 600 people and go after Moses, Aaron and all the Israelites. So as the Israelites were on their way, 

they noticed in the distance that Pharaoh was coming after them.  They started to get worried and questioned 

Moses why he would lead them out in the desert to die.  Moses knew what to say, and he told them, "Do not 

be afraid, God has protected you before, He will protect you again." 

When the Israelites reached the Red Sea they were trapped with the Sea in front of them and Pharaoh behind 

them.  But God told Moses to reach out his staff into the water, and when he did the water split into two.  The 

water lifted itself and made huge walls of water and they could would walk on dry ground. Pharaoh's army 

followed them into the Sea. When the Israelites had finally made it through safely God told Moses, "Stretch out 

your hand over the sea so that the water goes back to normal, and it will swallow up Pharaoh and his army. 

“Moses did as God had told him and he reached his staff over the water.  The water came back together, and 

covered the Egyptians. 

That was the day the Lord saved the Israelites from the Egyptians.  When the Israelites saw what God had 

done for them they trusted Him, and they knew that Moses would be a good leader for them as they travelled 

to the land flowing with milk and honey. 

  

 

 

 

 

 


