
Small Group Notes – 30th October 2016 

 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

Do you feel more like a clay pot, a crystal goblet or a paper cup this 
week?  Why? 

 
Theme:  Yearning for heaven 

 
Readings: 2 Corinthians 44:7-15 

 
Sermon Outline 

Read the passage. 

In the previous chapters, Paul tries to vindicate himself, speaking of 
his own actions and motives, and the experience of the Corinthian 
Christians.  He speaks of church members as being bearers of a 
message, a letter not written on tablets of stone (as in the Old 
Testament) but on human hearts.  We are people whose very bodies 
are temples of God, whose lives are living sacrifices because we are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit. 

We are jars of clay, containing the message of the gospel. Though we 
are imperfect, we reveal and reflect the glory of God even when 
struggling and suffering, as we are transformed by his power. 

Verses 13-15 say “we believe, therefore we speak.”  Paul’s 
encouragement is: 

• Hope in the promise of the resurrection, that God will raise us 
also.  We live in a broken world, but new life is to come.  
(Physical) 

• Hope of coming into the presence of God, holy and without 
blemish.  Looking forward to meeting God face-to-face.  
(Emotional) 

• Hope in the worship of God, to cause thanksgiving to overflow 
to the glory of God.  The fulfilment of humanity’s purpose.  
(Spiritual) 

Are we yearning for God?  If so, what does it look like in daily life?  
If we are so focussed on eternity, will we still be effective for God in 
the world? 

“If you read history you will find that the Christians who did most for 
the present world were precisely those who thought most of the next. 
It is since Christians have largely ceased to think of the other world 
that they have become so ineffective in this.”  C.S. Lewis, Mere 
Christianity 

Does Paul’s focus give us pause?  Can we grasp a fresh vision of 
what God wants for us, and bring a foretaste of heaven onto our 
frontlines? 

 

Questions of Application 

1) Are we truly yearning for God?  How does that show itself in our 
daily lives? 

2) Does the thought of eternity with God inspire you to make God 
more visible to those you live or work among?  Are there ways 
you can do this more effectively? 

3) Do you feel that some Christians are too driven by heavenly or 
“spiritual” motives and don’t care enough about the suffering in 
this world? 

4) What can you do to bring a taste of heaven to your frontline this 
week? 

 


