
Small Group Notes for 23.10 2016   HUMILITY 

 

READING:   LUKE 18:9-14 

  THE PHARISEE AND THE TAX COLLECTOR 

 

Introduction to the service:     Oh Lord open my lips and my mouth will declare your praise. 

Hymn:  Open the eyes of my heart. 

 

Welcome:    What have you broken that you regret? 

Or            Do the words of the above introduction and hymn help you in your             small 

group relationships? 

 

Sermon Outline: 

 

Referring to the bible reading of the Pharisee and the tax collector, Katie showed three pictures of 

the parable. 

All depicted someone obviously declaring how great he was with another figure showing himself 

not to be worthy and lingering in the shadows in one instance. 

 

She drew parallels with what was happening currently with the on-going American election and the 

proposed destruction of the Calais Jungle, and said how difficult was this reading relating to 

humility, in the present social climate. 

 

We saw a video of the same story, which clearly indicated how the tax collector recognised his 

failings especially when taken by Jesus to walk alongside him. But at the same time we saw how 

great was the social pressure of serious, displeasure/distain by the general public when he asked, 

“Have mercy on me.” 

 They said “He even calls sinners to follow him.”  And moved away. 

They did not get it! 

 Katie’s wish for any church is that the congregation should be full of the tax collectors and 

not the Pharisees! 

We should not fall into the danger of thinking how great we are. We need humility, aware that we 

need God’s mercy on each of us sinners. 

It’s all about God’s Grace and mercy; otherwise it would not be about Him. 

 “He even had sinners following him. “   

 

This is what we should all be doing, recognising that as a church we are all sinners. (Neil, leading 

into the confession.) 

The Lord will not despise a broken or contrite heart. 

 

Questions of application 

 

1     In relation to world events, where do you think God is in relation to,  

The American election,  

       The destruction of “the Jungle”  

       Other world issues. 

 

2  What does this reading mean to you regarding local issues in Sheffield? 

 

3 How can you follow Jesus’ example by calling sinners to follow Jesus? 

(ie. Reaching out to follow sinners, possibly people you may not like!) 

 



4 Within our church are there ways in which we can show humility?  And show Jesus, “My 

heart belongs to you.”   

 

Prayer  

Lord, shine through us, cracked pots that we are.” 

 

Viv’s prayer included the above.  

I am trying to circulate the whole prayer. 


