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How can we believe in a loving God in a world of suffering? 

 

Starter 

 Do you remember reaching out to someone socially 

unacceptable, and possibly the reaction of others? 

 

Readings      Psalm 22 Luke 10: 25-37   The good Samaritan 

 

Sermon outline 

 

The man going to Jericho was putting himself in a dangerous 

position. 

Sometimes we as individuals, as a nation or as world, put 

ourselves in danger. 

 

Sometimes we find ourselves in danger through the actions of 

those who do not follow, “Love God, love your neighbour.”    

(Some declare this but do not.)    

A lot of suffering is down to the actions of people. (WHO chart of 

the 10 leading causes of death.) 

The bigger picture of where is God when it really hurts? 

“My” suffering may not be global but it is the world to me. (With 

disability people often look at you differently.)   

 We need to look at God’s kingdom and the gap he tried to 

bridge by sending his son, Jesus to suffer for us with torture and 

crucifixion, so much so that Mary Magdalene did not recognize 

the risen Lord. He continues to reach out and bridge the gap 

helping us to survive on His love for each and every one of us. 

John 3:16.  God so loved the world…..” 

The story of the rich’s man’s banquet shows us how all are 

welcome. 

 Reminders of this can be found in the fact that we are 

made in God’s image, “fearfully and wonderfully made,” however 

we may appear.  

We have value since we are the body of Christ for whom “the 

poor, the crippled and the blind,” are equally important to Him as 

are the able bodied.  

“Look I am making everything new……..”   gives us hope for 

wholeness, healing and cure. (Rev 2:14) 

Finally, there is no easy answer, but to remember that God who 

so loves us, is closing the gap between us and Him. 

 

Questions of application  

1 In this broken world who are some of the neighbours we 

should be reaching out to? What makes it difficult? 

2 How are we as individuals or as a nation or world, putting 

ourselves in danger? 

3 “I am fearfully and wonderfully made.”  God makes us in 

His image but for those suffering, they are bound to 

think what went wrong? How can we support and 

value those with physical disabilities?  

4 The final hymn, “I have questions without answers.” gives 

scope for discussion.  


