
Small Group Notes – 15th November 2015 
 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

What do you like most, and least, about Autumn? 

 
Theme:  “Christians are all hypocrites” 

 
Readings: John 8:1-11 

 
Sermon Outline 

People outside the church might say “Christians are all hypocrites” to 
keep Christians at arm’s length (or at the other extreme say “They’re 
all do-gooders”). 

Sunday Times magazine article: “Why has Christianity jumped on the 
hipster gravy train?” – The trendy vicar trying to be down with the 
kids.  The author was not impressed by “cool Christianity”, but her 
reason for not calling herself a Christian is the church’s hypocrisy in 
preaching benevolence & generosity then locking its doors to homeless 
people at night.  It promises a wonderful moral code and falls short. 

Is there truth in this?  E.g. Louise’s visit to a locked church with the 
most prominent message “Do not throw confetti”! 

Jesus did not like hypocrisy – “Woes” to those he saw as hypocrites, 
shutting the door to the kingdom in people’s faces. 

Story of woman caught in adultery.  She is a pawn in an attempt to 
discredit Jesus.  Under the law, she should be stoned.  If Jesus said 
“yes”, he would be going against Roman law, which forbad Jews 
putting someone to death; if “no”, he would be against Law of Moses. 

Many people want to throw stones, or at least words, today.  Do we 
judge others without stopping to see the plank in our own eyes?  E.g. 
discussion in church about unmarried couple with a child, saying now 
one of them was a Christian they should live apart until married.  We 
point accusatory fingers, often without knowing all the facts. 

Jesus took the hatred and accusations on himself; the woman was the 
recipient, as we are, of costly grace.  Jesus does not condemn her, but 
does not condone her self-destructive lifestyle.  Because of the love of 
Jesus, we stand under grace.  Romans 3:23 “all have sinned and fallen 
short of the glory of God.” But Romans 8 says by the grace and love of 
God we are saved from law and death. 

We need to lay down our stones quickly, and love those who may 
accuse us and others of being hypocrites.  All too often, though our 
hearts and minds long to feed the poor and find shelter for the 
homeless, sometimes instead we choose nice holidays and expensive 
cars.  We do keep our church doors locked.  Although we long to allow 
the Holy Spirit to speak through us words of peace, love and joy, 
sometimes we fall short.  Pray every day that we might be transformed 
by the love of God. 

Are Christians sometimes hypocrites?  Jesus forgives us when we 
admit it, and takes the name of hypocrite upon himself. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) Are Christians sometime hypocrites?  Are you? 

2) What would you say to someone who said to you “Christians are 
just hypocrites”? 

3) What can we do, individually and as a church, to avoid living 
differently from what we preach? 

4) How should you react if a group you are with is criticising 
someone else? 

5) Pray for honesty to admit the times we fall short, and God’s grace 
and strength to change. 


