
Small Group Notes – 4th October 2015 

 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

Can you give an example of seeds that have grown unexpectedly, or 
baking which has risen in a dramatic way? 

 
Theme:  Harvest 

 
Readings: Luke 13:18-21. 

 
Sermon Outline 

• The kingdom of God is “the way God wants things, Monday to 
Saturday” (from last year’s sermon series on the Lord’s Prayer). 

• Mustard seed – doesn’t really grow into a tree, but into a very 
tenacious shrub, hard to eradicate. 

o To Jesus’ listeners, a nurturing tree was a symbol of a mighty 
kingdom, giving shelter (e.g. in Daniel). 

o Small beginnings can lead to a mighty kingdom. 

o From a small group of uneducated flawed men who let him 
down, His Church has grown world-wide. 

• Yeast – Unleavened bread was considered pure, and yeast was an 
impurity.  Jesus turned this upside down, comparing the kingdom 
of God with something considered impure! 

o Once yeast is mixed in the dough, its effect is inevitable. 

o You can’t see it, but you can see its effect.  No part of the 
dough is unaffected. 

Even if we can’t see it, no part of the world is unaffected by the 
kingdom of God. 
 
 

 

 

 

• What does this mean for us? 

o We have the responsibility and the privilege to allow God to 
work through us. 

o If we allow God to work through us, as the yeast works through 
the dough, we will see amazing changes in each other, our 
communities, our land and our world. 

o God uses small, insignificant and impure things to make a 
difference. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) What do you understand by “the kingdom of God”? 

2) Do you sometimes think you are too unimportant or powerless to 
make a difference? 

3) Are you ready and willing to be used by God to change things?  
How can you make yourself more ready? 

4) What difference to friends, neighbours or colleagues can you make 
this week? 

5) David Schofield talked, and showed a video, of “global goals for 
sustainable development”, see www.globalgoals.org.  Look at it at 
home, and see how you can be involved! 


