
Sermon notes for small groups for     November 1st 2015    (Paul 

Oakley) 

 

Parable of the Talents  

(Matt 25: 14-30) 

 

Starter 

 What gift have you ever had that has enabled you to share 

it with others? 

(This could be a material gift, or one from within yourself.) 

 

Outline 

 This was a baptism service. 

There was an enactment of the story of the talents. (Bible ref 

above.) 

 

We were asked, what has God given me and what was I doing 

with it? 

 The gift of children: 

 The gift of different types of ability, (eg. sporting, studying, 

music, teaching, empathy.) Everyone is gifted in some way and a 

good school can draw this out. 

  The gift of money. (One could say you had earned it, but 

who gave you the ability to earn it?) As the harvest hymn states, 

“All good gifts come from heaven above.”) 

 The gift of time. 

Some of us know we are on “ borrowed time.” 

In fact we are all living on borrowed time.  

 

God has lent us these things not given them to us. (Christians who 

know and understand this are in a different place to the secular 

world.) 

The greatest God given gift was that of His son. The sign of the 

cross is a sign of belonging. 

 

As we welcome a new child into the world the best thing we can 

do is to introduce them to God who loves them and wants them 

to be His friend. 

 

Questions of application 

 

1 Are we using our abilities just for ourselves or for the 

common good? 

2 Money. (The word talent means this.) Are we using it for 

Him? 

3 Time.  Does God have access to our diary? 

4 Remembering God’s greatest gift, what are we doing with 

it? 

 

  

Pray for wisdom to discern what God’s will is for you in each of 

these areas. 

 

 


