
Cell Notes 26th February 2012 
Ice Breaker 
What could you take (or what have you taken) on for Lent? 

 

Theme 
The temptations of Jesus 

Reading: Matthew 4:1-11. 

 

Sermon Outline 
The start of Jesus’ ministry – but what sort of ministry is it to be?  
Matthew is flagging up signposts of what is to come in future chapters. 

What are described as temptations are three possible ways for the Son of 
God to behave.  But this is also for us – three years later on the evening 
of the first Easter Day, he said “As the Father sent me, so I am sending 
you.”  There are implications for the way we should live our Christian 
life – it is not just about how Jesus understood his own ministry. 

1) Not bread alone.  Bread is important, the staple food, and Jesus did 
meet practical needs.  The sick were healed, the hungry fed, the 
vulnerable protected.  But Jesus recognised that if he stopped at 
social concerns, he would not meet all people’s needs.  There is 
another dimension, and to omit that would not be to fulfil the 
purpose for which he came. 
Today: how is practical concern shown to those both inside and 
outside the Church?  Christians should be involved in social 
concern.  Are we concerned for the spiritual dimension?  We need 
both, not either-or.  This is the work of the Church as a whole –
individuals may have varied callings.  Together, we must fulfil 
Christ’s ministry. 

2) Not dramatic and spectacular.  A miracle to draw in the crowds, and 
so reach lots of people.  (Tempter is quoting the psalm out of 
context.)  Jesus was concerned with something more important than 
fun & entertainment.  We need to present the Christian message as 
attractively as possible, and we are called to be filled with joy, but 
joy is much deeper than fun!  The Christian life can be tough, 
requiring persistence, but is always worthwhile. 

3) No to force.  A powerful ruler could impose good on society – but 
many dictators have started that way.  Love is God’s way, not force, 
invitation rather than compulsion.  We are called to show the power 
of loving service. 

What ministry has All Saints got, now and in the future?  Not just food 
and fun (though including both of these!), and certainly not force. 

Not “what are you going to give up for Lent?”, but “what are you going 
to take on?”  How is your life being reshaped to respond to the calling of 
Jesus?  That is the best way to prepare for Easter. 

 

Questions of Application 
1) Is your concern more for social or spiritual welfare?  As a church, 

do we have the correct balance? 

2) Are you too concerned with the spectacular?  Do you need more 
persistence in your Christian life? 

3) Can we do more to demonstrate the power of loving service, rather 
than political or physical force? 

4) In the light of this, what is All Saints’ ministry? 


