
Cell Notes – 25th November 2012 
Ice Breaker 
As a child, were you ever blamed for something you didn’t do?  How 
did you react? 

 
Theme:  Christ the King 

Reading: John 18:33-37. 

 

Sermon Outline 

Jesus is King – but what sort of a kingdom does he have? 

• The word for “kingdom” or “realm” is the same as that used for the 
Roman Empire. 

“Not of this world” (word for “world”, kosmos, means “ordered 
system”): 

• He does not mean “from the sky” or “not physical”.  (Jesus was 
concerned with wheat and fish, hunger, politics, parties, 
relationships.) 

• The kingdom is real and present within but totally different from 
this world. 

• People don’t like religious folk talking in power-loaded terms like 
“kingdom” – we don’t have a great record with power.  Church has 
legitimised slavery and apartheid.  Jewish leaders colluded with the 
Roman State in killing the innocent to preserve their power. 

• But Christians have been inspired by Jesus’ refusal to back down in 
the face of injustice (E.g. Desmond Tutu, Martin Luther King, 
Wilberforce, Bonhoeffer.)  Living in the shadow of our leader, but 
in this world. 

• John 3:3 – No-one can see the kingdom unless born again.  
Repentance is to renew your mind.  Living in the kingdom reframes 
our view of the world, changes the way we live, which in turn 
changes those around us. 

The kingdom coming out: 

• Jesus never defined the kingdom, but said what it is like – mustard 
seed, treasure hidden in a field, a pearl. 

• Something of immense potential, but embedded in the everyday. 

• Truth enfleshed with love, rather than enmeshed with power. 

• Requires hope, faith & perseverance, but these reveal what is 
already there because God is there.  Metaphor of Michelangelo 
revealing David, the sculpture already existing within the rock.  
There is nothing we can add, but must summon imagination of what 
might be. 

• Is it our job to trust that the beauty, grace and justice of God are 
present inside and all around us, and get chipping to see what we 
can reveal? 

 

Questions of Application 
1) Do we present a positive or negative image of “religion” to the 

world? 

2) How can you maintain a kingdom view of the world this week? 

3) How can we reveal more of God’s kingdom in our surroundings? 

4) David finished with a list of aspects of the kingdom: saying “I 
forgive you”, joining Amnesty, silencing judgemental conversation 
by pointing out the best in someone, going green, standing up and 
shouting out, writing to an MP, being honest, buying a goat for 
Christmas, smiling, surprising by giving not lending, setting up a 
safe place for Maasai girls, telling someone they are beautiful, …  
Does one speak to you?  Or can you add your own? 


