
Cell Notes 25th September 2011 
Ice Breaker 
Can you think of a time when your plans were frustrated, but things 
worked out better than you could have imagined? 

Theme 
Being a Missionary in Sheffield – The Strategy, the Supernatural, the 
Struggle 

Readings: Luke 10:1-16, Acts 16:6-15a 

Sermon Outline 
1) Paul had a strategy: In a new town, he normally went first to the 

synagogue, where Jews met.  His audience was already seeking 
God, familiar with the context of Jesus’ coming, prophesies about a 
suffering servant, etc. 

2) In the reading from Acts, he went to the place of prayer, and met  
God-fearers (Greeks & Gentiles who wanted to follow God and 
know more about him). 

3) It seems a strange strategy for one called specifically to go to the 
Gentiles (see Act 9:15)!  Paul had to learn and adjust.  God changes 
our thinking. 

4) Mandy did not want to work with young people, but God led her 
into youth work.  God knows us as we are and as we truly can be. 

5) We need a strategy to reach people – e.g. Muslims in Darnell.  
Build relationships, create openings to talk about faith in an 
atmosphere of trust.  Galeed House is a place to build common 
ground. 

6) Paul left embryonic churches to get on with teaching about Jesus – 
there is no need for years of training and Bible study! 

7) Many people are seeking God through what they know – Muslims, 
nominal Christians, secular people.  God has a plan for Muslims 
(and others) in Sheffield. 

8) Paul was open to supernatural guidance – it wasn’t his plan to go to 
Philippi (see vv. 7-9).  Example of premises suddenly made 
available for outreach to Muslims in London. 

9) Paul had to learn how to deal with other supernatural influences – 
the fortune-telling slave girl.  We may encounter those who need 
prayer to escape evil influences. 

10) All worthwhile ministries will have obvious and hidden struggles.  
Paul faced beatings and imprisonment. 

11) Passion and enthusiasm are not enough – we also need discipline 
and perseverance. 

12) Relationships can be a struggle!  “Take captive every thought to 
make it obedient to Christ.” (2 Cor 10:5) 

13) We are all missionaries to Sheffield.  This is our mission. 

Questions of Application 
Read the passages, especially Acts. 

1) Do you have a strategy for reaching others?  Should you have? 

2) How should we as a church develop such a strategy?  How do we 
ensure our strategy is God’s strategy? 

3) Are we open to supernatural guidance?  How do we receive that – 
visions, “coincidences”, something else? 

4) Are you aware of a struggle in what you feel called to do?  Do you 
find this discouraging? 

5) Do you need to “make your thoughts captive”, to avoid resentment, 
hurt or bitterness towards someone? 


