
Cell Notes  20-1-13 
Icebreaker: Can you think of an advert that makes you want to shout 
at the TV?  
 
Readings: Exodus 36:2-7 and Luke 12:13-21 and 32-34 
 
Intro:    a. We’ve balanced the books for 2012 but… 

b. We’re held back by finance from essential repairs &      
    possible mission opportunities, 
c. Much has been given in recent years for projects,    
     though we haven’t reached Exodus 36:2-7 yet! 
d. Jesus talked a lot about money – a ‘spiritual 
thermometer’ 

 
Part 1 Luke 12 verses 13-15 
Man got more than he expected – Jesus’ ‘big picture’ teaching on 
money 
V15b “A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 
possessions” 
    Our society: “Yes it does”; ‘must have’ items; identity from 
possessions 

Advertising – Jasper Carrott: “coveting”;  
Don’t be duped; shout at the adverts! 

Economic Growth as the most important thing!!?? 
 
Part 2 Verses 17-21 
Contemporary version of ‘bigger barns’ = ‘live off interest’ 
Human assessment = ‘Clever’; God’s assessment = ‘Fool’ 
Play on words clear in older versions: “Soul, take your ease” (v19) 
     “Your soul is required” (v20) 
Our lives hang by a thread - should give perspective on money 

Millionaire’s will - “How much did he leave?” “All of it”  
 “You cannot serve God and Money (Mammon)” (Luke 16:13)  

implies Money as a powerful spiritual force 
“I grasp my money tightly” = “money has a tight grasp on me” 

 
Part 3 verses 32-34 
How to break free of society’s slavery to money = give it away (v33) 
Commentary: “In ‘Acts’ Christians did sell and share but still owned   
                      houses” – how much of a relief is that to us?  

Great relief suggests too attached to 
money! 

Jesus’ teaching is radically uncomfortable – Does our faith mean  
‘Following Lord of All’ or just ‘Feelgood Leisure Activity’? 

 
Finally 
1.  Pray to be set free from ‘the insatiable imperative to consume’ 
2. Beginning of positives (next two sermons) v32: “Don’t be afraid” 

and v34: Invest money in the kingdom 
of God 

     Ron: “We shovel it out; God shovels it in; He has a bigger 
shovel.” 
 
QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION 

1. Which part of the sermon had most impact on you or made 
you feel uncomfortable? How did you react to the reading 
from Exodus? 

2. Where are you most conscious of the conflict between Jesus 
teaching about money and possessions and the attitude of our 
society eg. choice of car, holiday expectations, having the 
latest technology, or bigger issues like theories of economic 
growth? 

3. How can we break free from society’s slavery to money?  
Why is giving it away so difficult? 

4. What examples can you give of God using his bigger shovel 
to provide as we use our smaller shovels to give? (both 
personal and church examples) 

5. How can we help each other to follow Jesus’ teaching and 
resist the pressure of the society we live in? 


