
CELL NOTES  18/10/10 
 

ICE BREAKER   
 
When you were growing up, what skill did you most envy in the life of somebody else? 

 
THEME   
 
God’s rainbow people 
Reading; 1Cor 12 : 14 - 27 

 
SERMON OUTLINE   
 
1) Bishop Stephen recounted his varied experience of the church in the previous week, 
and having seen a stunning rainbow, which he described as “Breath-taking and beautiful” 
– a phrase which he said is also applicable to the church. 

2) Referring back to the release of the Chilean miners, the development of a community 
had been utterly vital in their survival. They were far stronger together than they would 
have been individually. 

3) So for us – coming to Christ is not just an individual matter. In doing so we become 
members of  a community – which is utterly unique in human history and experience. 

4) This is a huge thread in the Bible, right from the beginnings. God is the Trinity. He 
called Abraham, from whom came a family, from whom came 12 tribes, from whom came 
a nation, into which Jesus was born, via whom membership of God’s community is 
available to all. 

5) From the day of Pentecost, the church became the first truly international community, 
which today is totally global. 

6)  We must never lose sight of the need we have for Christian community. Bonhoeffer 
underlined what a privilege it is to belong – something it is so easy to take for granted. 

7) The community is a level place. Members are hugely diverse, but members all on the 
same basis – they are saved and forgiven by Jesus. 

8) The community is an essential base to enable us to live out our discipleship in the 
wider world. 

9) Elisha had a vision of an invisible army. We need to see afresh the visible army of God, 
the beauty that it is, and the privilege that we have of being part of it. 

 



QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION   
 
1) Read the passage. What strikes you most, or struck you most on Sunday morning? 

2) Do you see the church as beautiful, and membership of it a privilege? How does the 
church differ from other forms of community? 

3) What do these verses make you feel about your place in the body of Christ and your 
need for others? How connected are you to the church body – locally, and further afield? 

4)  How do you use your gifts within the church? What holds you back from using them 
more fully? 

5) Take turns at affirming each other in the group with which spiritual gifts and Christlike 
qualities you have noticed in them. 


