
CELL NOTES  16-9-12 
 

ICE BREAKER  : Share one thing that has encouraged 
you recently. 
 
THEME : Partnership 
 
READING : Philippians 1: 1-11 
     
 
SERMON OUTLINE  

1. The prospect of being a part-time vicar and having 3 
days a week to do everything is scary, but the answer is in 
the reading – partnership in the gospel. 

2.”One man band” style ministry is financially no longer 
possible and is also unbiblical. Paul himself shared in 
ministry with Timothy and Silas. Lay ministry is 
becoming more important. 

3. What does partnership look like? 
Dance partners – going in the same direction, harmony 
between them, the more experienced leading the less 
experienced. 
Tennis partners - playing to the strengths of your partner, 
encouraging your partner, covering for one another’s 
weaknesses. 
Business partners – having responsibility. Can’t just go 
home and forget about it. We all take responsibility. 
Marriage partners – all the previous, plus commitment. 

4. We are not just in partnership with each other. We are 
partners with God. He invites us to be part of his 
enterprise. He is committed to us. Amazing! 

5. We are in partnership in receiving God’s grace. We are 
called not just to do but to receive. 
 
QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION 
 
1. What do you find helpful or challenging from the four 
examples of partnerships? 

2. What strengths, gifts do you bring to the life and 
ministry at All Saints? 

(It might be easier to answer this in 2s or 3s and help 
recognise each other’s gifts!) 

3. Is there an area where you could “take someone under 
your wing” and help them?/ Is there some way you feel 
God might be wanting you to serve and you would be 
glad of  someone to help you? 

4. Do you have a good experience of working in 
partnership, at church, at work or with the family? What 
was good about it? 


