
Cell Notes – 15th February 2015 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

Are you good at making decisions? 

 
Theme:  The Spirit guides 

 
Reading: Acts 8:26 – 38. 

 
Sermon Outline 

Decisions can be difficult.  Paul talked about selling his mother’s house, 
dealing with difficult tenants, planning holidays.  But most people in the 
world don’t have choices of where to live and have no holidays! 

How does God guide us?  By the Holy Spirit, the counsellor or 
advocate.  As with a driving instructor, we need to cooperate. 

How does the Spirit guide us? 

• Direct prompting:  “Go south to the desert road” (v. 26), “Go to 
that chariot and stay near it” (v. 29).  It may be a clear thought, 
word or image, perhaps when praying.  We need to learn how to 
recognise the Spirit’s prompts, but be prepared to make 
mistakes. 

• Circumstances: (The Ethiopian was reading scripture, of a man 
led like a lamb to the slaughter).  God has put us where we are 
now, with the people we have to deal with.  Romans 8:28 “In all 
things, God works for the good of those who love him.”  God 
takes us from where we are (even if we’ve gone the wrong way). 

• Scripture:  Philip knew the scripture, and how to apply it.  God 
never guides us contrary to scripture. Psalm 119:105 “Your word 
is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”  Scripture gradually 

moulds our way of thinking, but sometimes something jumps out 
as right for me now. 

• Other people: Proverbs 12:15 “a wise man listens to advice.”  
Listen to people, especially Christians, that you trust.  Small 
groups are important, to guide and to challenge us.  If you have a 
word for someone else, offer it but don’t impose it! 

Beginning the 8th March, we will have a week of prayer – 15 minutes in 
silence with God each day.  Ask him to guide us as individuals and as 
the church.  If you were in church, you received a post card – write 
down something you need guidance on, and ask God if he has anything 
to say to you through any of the 4 channels above. 

 

Questions of Application 

1) Through which of these four ways has God spoken to you in the 
past? 

2) Are there areas where you are aware you need God’s guidance 
now?  Are you prepared to share these for members of the group to 
offer prayer, or advice? 

3) Do you know the scriptures well enough to be able to use them to 
help others, as Philip did?  What can you do to know them better? 

4) Is there someone on your front-line that God wants you to reach out 
to in a new way? 


