
Cell Notes – 12th April 2015 
Ice Breaker (optional) 

Have you had a memorable experience sharing a meal with strangers? 

 
Theme:  The road to Emmaus 

 
Readings: Luke 24:13 – 36. 

 
Sermon Outline 

Four key points to draw from the reading: 

• Listen to the women!  In verse 11 “their words seemed to them like 
nonsense” but in v. 24 it was “just as the women had said”.  Women 
are central to the whole gospel story in Luke and are frequently the 
primary witnesses, even though in the ancient world women were 
not accepted as credible witnesses.  This is an example of the 
upside-down world view of the gospel message. 

• The enigmatic post-Easter Jesus – mistaken for a gardener, the 
unrecognised figure on the beach, the mysterious fellow traveller 
who later reappears behind locked doors.  He still covers the earth 
today.  We must not box him in, or assume how he will appear.  He 
is full of surprises even to those who know him best. 

• Importance of hospitality.  Middle-Eastern hospitality to the 
stranger is an essential product of nomadic life.  The generous 
treatment of strangers is important throughout the Bible, and is a 
test of the Church today.  A simple act can be a pivotal point in real 
life, as in this story.  “Lord, when did we see you hungry, or thirsty, 
or a stranger and invite you in …?” (Matt. 25:37-38) 

• Everyday Eucharist.  Breaking bread is the simplest of actions.  
David showed us a painting of the Emmaus table – a home, with 

family gathered around, with baby and teenager.  In the sense of 
intimacy, it is not even clear which person is Jesus.  There is a 
wordless power in taking communion today – Sara Miles’ book tells 
how communion led to a bountiful church open table, a precursor of 
our food-banks. 

Jesus is raised; God’s new world has begun.  We are invited to be part of 
it and part of making it happen. 

 

Questions of Application 

Read the passage. 

1) How can we listen to the voices normally ignored, in Church, in 
society and on our front-line? 

2) How can we avoid preconceptions as to how Jesus will intervene in 
our world?  Will we recognise him if he shows up? 

3) As individuals and as the local church, what can we do to better 
embrace the stranger?  Are we ready to take the risks involved? 

4) Where might Jesus show up and speak peace into your week? 


