
CELL NOTES      9-10-11 
 

Icebreaker: Have you been to a wedding where everything didn’t go according to 
plan? 
 
Reading: Matthew 22: 1-14 
 

1. Martyn’s experience of being a guest at a W. African wedding where guests 
were provided with clothes so that they were all dressed alike. 

2. In this parable Jesus likened the Kingdom of Heaven to a wedding banquet – 
an image he often used – joy, celebration, love, family life, fun, laughter. This 
is not the picture people often have of church! 

3. When Bishop Jack visited parishes his message was often “Pray more, party 
more.” 

4. One by one the guests refused the invitation to the wedding. We are expected 
to be shocked by this and it was a challenge to the religious leaders of the day. 

5. Servants were sent to find anyone, good or bad, and invite them. People on the 
edge of society are to be invited. Martyn shared an experience of a woman 
involved in prostitution coming to a service having been drinking. “We don’t 
want her sort here.” was said by a member of the congregation and he had had 
to explain. Pitsmoor church now has an outreach ministry to prostitutes. 

6. We need to understand that it is a big thing for people to come in to a church.  
We need to go out to them. Jesus didn’t come for the healthy but to seek and 
save the lost. 

7. The person wearing the wrong clothes – entry into God’s Kingdom is free and 
open to all but it doesn’t mean we can take it lightly.  Jesus is looking for fruit. 
See the parable of the tenants in the vineyard in the previous chapter.  Also, 
the fruit of the Spirit passage in Galatians 5 : 22-24, -love, joy,  peace etc. 

 
QUESTIONS: 

1. In what ways is our experience of church like a wedding banquet?  Is there 
anything we can do to make it more so? 

2. Who are the people “on the edge of society” in our own experience, the ones 
who think they are not invited? 

3. What can we do to reach them? 
4. Which spiritual fruits are blossoming in your life and which are still in bud? 

 
Pray for each other, our church and the people on the edge of society. 
Please continue to pray for Liz and Steve with the extra workload and responsibility 
they have. 
Please pray for the parish weekend arrangements. 
 
 
No morning service at All Saints next week. Joint service at King  Ecgberts. Starting 
time 10.30. 
No cell notes next week – an opportunity to do what Bishop Jack says! 
 
 
 
 


