
CELL NOTES  9-2-14 
 
WELCOME: What do (or did) you hope to be doing at the age of 75? 
 
READING: Genesis 12:1-9 
 
SERMON OUTLINE 

1. 54% of the world, Jews, Christians and Muslims consider 
Abraham’s story to be theirs. 

2.  God said to Abram, “Go, leave your home and go where I 
show you.” –Trust the voice and step out. 

3. Abram’s story narrated as if imagining pitching for a film: 
Egypt, pretending to be Sarah’s brother, growing wealthy and 
prospering, separating from Lot, still no offspring, God’s 
promise repeated, Sarah and Hagar, God offers another chance, 
covenant and circumcision, promise of a son called Isaac. 

4. Sodom and Gomorrah. Abraham bargains with God and God 
saves the city. It seems God is participating in what is 
happening and it is not all set in stone. 

5. Isaac born to Sarah. Years later God tells Abraham to sacrifice 
him but at the last minute tells him to stop and provides a ram. 
Abraham’s God not like other gods demanding human sacrifice. 
He provides a solution. 

6. Many people popping pills, in a mess, ashamed of who they 
are. Some are scared of the angry man in the sky and feel they 
have messed up so badly they deserve to suffer. 

7. Abraham’s story is liberating. It is about relating not 
placating. It is honest about the dilemmas of faith, a story of 
ups and downs. 

8.  In amongst the real twists and turns of life  
God really can be trusted.  He isn’t angry at us or scared off by 
our humanity. Abraham’s story reminds people that being 
‘chosen by god’ means being called to do what’s right and just, 
that the purpose of the adventure of faith is to be a blessing to 
all. 

Do you trust the voice enough to step into the adventure? 

 
QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION 

 
1. What do you find encouraging from Abraham’s story? 
2. What do you find challenging from Abraham’s story? 
3. Can you think of an occasion when you recognised that 

God was calling you to step out and do something?  What 
happened? 

4. God speaks frequently to Abraham. Does God speak to 
you? How? 

5. What could you tell of your own story that might be an 
encouragement to someone else? 


