
Cell Notes – 8th September 2013 
Ice Breaker 
Is your family geographically scattered?  Has that divided you or 
brought you together? 

 
Theme:  Living Hope 

 
Reading: Peter 1:1-8. 

 
Sermon Outline 
Insights from Peter’s life: 

• With brother Andrew, the first disciple to be called, “fisher of men”. 

• Simon was given a new name, Cephas or Peter. 

• One of 3 closest disciples, who witnessed intimate moments with 
Jesus – transfiguration, garden of Gethsemane etc. 

• Called out of the boat to walk on the water to Jesus. 

• At the last supper – initially didn’t want Jesus to wash his feet, then 
asked to be washed all over. 

• Denial of Jesus, followed by renewed calling. 

• The sheet full of animals – a calling to evangelise the gentiles. 

• Imprisoned for his faith, and released by angels. 

A great legacy for the Church today.  A simple fisherman, prepared to 
leave all behind and follow.  Even when he messed up, God was able to 
use and change him.  At Pentecost, he proclaimed the Good News and 
led 3000 to faith in Jesus. 

Writing to Christians driven out of Jerusalem, facing persecution, he 
encourages them not to give up, but to concentrate on their salvation. 

Peter was crucified for his faith, and in some places Christians today 
suffer awful persecution, though that is not the experience of most of us 
(but some do face ridicule and scorn for publicly stating their faith). 

Peter’s writing can still sustain us through “grief in all kinds of trials”.  
Trials such as family break-up, illness, bereavement, redundancy. 

Paul wrote in Romans 5 that suffering produces perseverance, character 
and hence hope.  We may not feel we want character-building! 

Christians need to face trials together and support each other.  Here are 
4 ways to keep a living hope: 

1. v. 5: We are “shielded by God’s power”: keep this before us even 
when it doesn’t feel real. 

2. v. 6: Accept suffering & trials as part of this life.  There may be no 
easy answers as to why we are suffering at a particular time. 

3. v.4: We have “an inheritance that can never perish” – nothing can 
spoil it. 

4. Find a “soul friend” you can talk to, who can reflect back hope to 
you. 

 
Questions of Application 
Read the passage. 

1) In what ways are you a “stranger in the world” because of your 
faith? 

2) What does it mean to you to be chosen by God? 

3) How have you dealt with past or present suffering? 

4) How easy do you find it to share your doubts and trials with an 
intimate friend? 

5) Can we do more to help each other cope with suffering? 


