
CELL NOTES 8/11/10 
 

ICE BREAKER    
 
How readily do you cry? When did you last weep openly?  
 

THEME   
 
Joseph and forgiveness 
Reading; Gen 45 : 1 - 15 

 
SERMON OUTLINE   
 
1) Joseph is a member of the family from which the 12 tribes of Israel and the modern 
Jewish nation is descended. 

2) It was a family with problems. The father had a clear favourite, who exploited his 
position, feeding his 10 brothers’ animosity. 

3) Historically true? Hard to find concrete evidence, but circumstances described are 
consistent with Egypt in the 18th century BC, and the timings of that would fit in with other 
early events in the Bible. 

4) Joseph was sold by his brothers as a slave. The brothers then lied to their father, 
Jacob, about Joseph’s fate. Joseph rose to high political power in Egypt, whence he had 
been taken, Famine struck the region, bringing the brothers to Egypt seeking food. The 
reading describes the occasion when Joseph, now wielding great power, revealed himself 
to his brothers, who had no idea who he was. 

5) Over the years Joseph must frequently have thought about his treatment by, and 
relationship with his brothers. He now has a huge choice. Let bitterness and the pain of 
his rejection rule his heart, or choose forgiveness? 

6) What would he do? In his shoes, what would you do? 

7) What do you do when faced with those who clearly dislike you, and mistreat you? 

8) Joseph’s is a story of forgiveness. Jimmy Mizzen’s mother’s comment. 

9) It’s also a story about being forgiven. The behaviour and attitudes of the brothers had 
been awful – totally self-centred and cold-hearted.  We, too, encounter similar things in 
others – and can see them in ourselves. 

10) Forgiveness is a huge issue for us all. We need to both give it and receive it. 

11) One huge dimension of Jesus’ ministry was that He came for those who admitted their 
inner need – to be forgiven, and receive power to forgive. Bernhard Langer’s testimony. 

12) Forgiveness is illustrated in Luke 15 : 17 – 24a 

 



QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION    
 
1)  Read the passage. What hits you? What did the Lord say to you on Sunday? 

2) Why do you think Joseph reacted as he did? 

3) How easily do you forgive? Have you recently needed to give or receive it? 

4) What des the passage say about the sovereignty (i.e. overall control and direction of 
events) of God?  Is there a situation facing you where this theme may be significant? 

5) Has this theme raised any matters or situations facing anybody in the group that the 
rest can minister to and pray for in the meeting? 


