
 

 

CELL NOTES 6th MAY 2012 
 
Reading : 1 John 4 : 7-21 
God’s Love and Ours 
 
Icebreaker 
 
What personality trait or strength did you get from your Mother or 
Father? 
 
Sermon Outline 
 
1. There are times we have to defend what the Gospel is about.  

John tends to go round in circles but is saying the same thing 
in different ways - God loves us, we love God, therefore we 
should love another.  

 
2. Wherever there is truth there will be challenge, error and 

dilution.  As Christians we need to be diligent in defining what 
the Gospel is. 

 
3. People know what they believe but do not know why.  It is 

important to know why, we need to give a reason for the hope 
that is within us.  We need to use our minds as well as our 
hearts to respond.  If we are born of God then we have the 
ability to understand the word of God.  

 
4. Paul is trying to defend and define the Gospel and is saying 

‘what does it mean to be a Christian’?  It’s not about going to 
church, reading the bible, praying (although these are all 
important) but is about having the revelation that God is a 
holy God and we are sinners.  Non Christians often believe 
that heaven is for good people and hell is for bad people, this 
is wrong.  Heaven is for the forgiven.  What we believe 
affects how we behave. 

 

5. Three tests that John applied: 
 
 1) Doctrine - Jesus dwelt amongst them, they saw him , heard 

him, handled him.  A man you could see, listen to, touch. 
 
 2) Spiritual - We know we are Sons of God, because he has 

given us his spirit. 
 
 3) Moral - If we are living right with God then our conscious 

will tell us.,  there is no condemnation for those who believe 
in Jesus.  We have confidence in prayer as we know there is 
no barrier between us and God.  

 
6. Ability to believe and love is the work of the Holy Spirit.  We 

should confess to Christ and love one another.  Jesus said ‘If 
you obey my commandments you will abide in my love just as 
I have obeyed my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love.  

 
Questions of Application 
 
1. What most speaks to you from Sundays’ sermon and the 

bible reading? 
 
2. What is the connection between God’s love for us and the 

love we are able to have for others? 
 
3. When has your belief altered your behaviour? 
 
4. If you want to do a better job of loving others how should you 

go about it? 
 
 


