
CELL NOTES   6-1-13 
  

ICE BREAKER: Did you ever take part in a nativity play? If so, 
which part did you play? 
Or: Which Christmas traditions from your childhood have you 
continued? 
 
READING: Matthew 2: 1-12 
 
SERMON OUTLINE   

1. Epiphany is always 6th January and the word means 
“manifestation”. It marks the time when Jesus was first seen 
by Gentiles (the Magi) 

2. The Magi appear only in Matthew’s gospel. The name is from 
the word “magician” and they were people who studied a 
range of things including astronomy and ancient religions. 

3. They came from the east (v.9), probably Persia and there is no 
evidence that there were 3 of them, just supposition because 
of the 3 gifts. 

4. What prompted them to follow the star? We know very little 
but it seems that the star was sent by God and was a special 
manifestation. The Magi seem to have been the only ones to 
have noticed it. 

5. Herod’s reaction to the news in v.3 suggests that he felt 
threatened. How does this compare with the reaction of 
people in our society to Jesus? 

6. v.7.Herod met the Magi in secret and was obviously plotting 
something 

7. Why did the Magi want to see Jesus? They would have read 
about a future king in scripture. Was God at work bringing it 
to their attention? They travelled over 1,000 miles and must 
have been very determined. Their response to Jesus was to 
worship him. 

8. What is the message for us in this story? It tells us that Jesus 
was born into this world for everyone, Gentiles as well as 
Jews. He was shown to poor shepherds as well as academics 
from afar, to the extremes of society. 

 
. 
QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION 
 

1. Read the passage. How many different human reactions / 
characteristics can you find in the story? What reactions to 
Jesus have you encountered.  (point 5 above) 

2. What do the star, the Magi, the gifts, the homage, the hostility 
and the prophecy teach about the significance of Jesus? 

3. Can you think of a particular moment during the Christmas 
celebrations when the reality and significance of Jesus’ 
coming to earth as a baby struck you? 

 
 
 
Please remember to pray for Celia and the team in Kenya. 
 
 
 


