
CELL NOTES 6/12/10   
 

ICE BREAKER    
 
What do think about angels? How might you recognise one?   
 
THEME     
 
Gideon 
Reading Judges 6 :  11 – 24 & 36 - 40   
 
SERMON OUTLINE     
 
1) Faced with difficult decisions, personal challenges or the prospect of taking a real step 
of faith, we often need reassurance. Gideon did, and received it. 

2) When the people of Israel first occupied the Promised Land, the 12 tribes were still 
somewhat disparate. Prior to a united kingdom, a series of leaders known as judges 
(described in the Biblical book of that name) became leaders. They were often of very 
mixed moral character, but in different ways exhibited inspiring  faith.  

The occupation of the Promised Land happened as a process, in the face of opposition, 
and with reverses as well as successes. Within this there were turning points, and 
significant people and events. God’s purpose, in it all, was for a fruitful occupation and 
establishment of a healthy nation.   

In this, is a picture of our growth in the Christian life. 

3)  Israel’s disobedience had meant they had forfeited their relationship, and thus 
protection from God (6:1).When Gideon is called to lead resistance against the 
oppressors he initially objects (6:15).  

4) He eventually accepts the task, but is timid at first(6 : 25 – 27). Eventually he leads a 
tiny army against innumerable opponents (7:12) and is victorious. 

5) The book of Judges is not the easiest in the Bible, because of its violence and 
bloodshed. However, it vividly portrays battle – and one reason for this is to remind us 
that we engaged in spiritual warfare – like it or not. 

6) Take heed from Gideon :- 
 He initially felt utterly inadequate 
 But he said “Yes” to God 
 He swiftly learnt that the battle is the Lord’s – but he has to use weapons and do 
what God said 
 But the battle was very real. 

7) We may respond by 
 Asking for boldness (Ruth’s story) 
 Listen to, and say “yes” to God 
 Guard yourself in your inner life. Be careful not to be enticed away, as Israel was 
 Look for God’s encouragements – it may not be as dramatic as the fleece, but we 
will find them. 
  



 
QUESTIONS OF APPLICATION   
 
1) Read the passage. What hits you|/ what did God say to you on Sunday? 
 
2)  When have you felt clearly guided by the Lord, or timidly taken a step, to be 
encouraged later on? 
 
3) In the past two years or so, what have been signs of God’s presence with you? 
 
4) Where do you need to be bold? 


