
Cell Notes  3-2-13 
Icebreaker: 
What is your favourite “comfort food” on a cold winter’s day? 
 
Readings: 1 Chronicles 29:10-14  Luke 16:1-15 
 
Sermon Outline: 
 

• We are not so much owners, dispersers and givers but custodians and stewards, 
managing what God has blessed us with. (1 Chronicles 29:10-14) 

• Verse1. The question for us is: are we wasting the bounty that God has provided 
for us? Are we using it and investing it in ways that God would find pleasing? 

• Verse 8. Most people are often shrewder in managing their earthly lives than we 
are at managing and applying our Christian faith in everyday life.  We expend a 
lot of effort managing our financial affairs, planning for an earthly future that will 
not last. Yet we fail to employ the same practical wisdom when planning our 
eternal future. 

• Verse 9. The use of our financial wealth is a very practical way in which we can 
demonstrate the love of God here on earth 

• God will bless those who help the poor and disadvantaged. The New Testament 
principle is that we store up treasure in heaven.  Also, “He who is kind to the poor 
lends to the Lord and He will reward him for what he has done.” Proverbs 19:17. 

• Whatever we give to the Lord, He multiplies.  There will be a welcome in heaven 
for you from the people who have benefited from your use of money. 

• The Secret Millionaire programme. Benefactors went undercover in deprived 
areas finding projects to help .They learnt that money was a force for good.  
Giving out cheques felt like breathing life into people and the act of giving to 
others had an impact on their own lives. 

• In the eyes of most of the world we are secret millionaires but the secret is that we 
don’t know it. Greatly blessed but taking much for granted. 

• Even small amounts can help e.g. saving coppers for water project in Kenya.  
• Verse 13. Can use money as a tool for God’s Kingdom or as an end in itself. 

Money decisions either spiritual decisions or self-serving decisions. Will we be 
shrewd enough to take every opportunity to invest in God’s Kingdom?  

• Use of suggestions in Guidelines for Ethical Investment in planning our giving. 
 
 
Questions of application 
 

1. Has your attitude to money and possessions changed in any way as a result of 
the 3 sermons on the subject?  If so, How? 

2. Given the many needs and requests for help, How do you decide where to give 
and how much to give?  What is your main motivation? To what extent are 
you motivated by the promise of reward? (Proverbs 19:17) 

3. Look at the guidelines for ethical investment overleaf. Which ones do you 
follow and are there any new ones you might adopt? 

4. As a custodian of your possessions, which ones are you consciously using in 
God’s service? 

 
 



Guidelines for Ethical Investment 
 

Consider what you mean by ethical 
There are lots of Christian charities and aid agencies that need our help.  Decide 
which of them we might be interested in making donations to , either monthly or 
annually 
 
Do your research 
Find out exactly how the charities operate. Where is their field of operation and 
what fraction of the money they receive actually benefits other people.. If it is a 
contribution to the staffing costs of a local initiative, how many people do they 
help?  
 
Consider your attitude to risk  
To reduce risk, don’t put all your money into one fund or sector-spread it between 
different funds, sectors and geographical areas, both local and worldwide. 
 
Choose your manager carefully 
Have you and your spouse ever sat down and discussed “How would God have us 
spend our money? We may have discussed how WE should spend our money, but 
the disciple question is how GOD would have us spend our money.  That places 
Him in the position as the Lord of our life decisions, not we ourselves. 
 
Use your tax breaks 
Make sure that if you are a tax payer you enable the charity to claim back the tax 
you have paid on your contributions. 
 
Be prepared for smaller returns… 
Don’t expect to hear much about your investment. 
 
But remember that performance does matter 
Do check on how the charity is performing-how well it is doing what it said it 
would. 
 
Be consistent 
Best results will come with long term commitment to projects that continue to 
deliver tangible results. 

 
 


